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INFORMATION LEAF
Designating Protected Areas under the new
National Protected Area Classification System
Improving forest and protected area management
No. 3
The National Protected Areas Policy (February 2011), approved by the Government of the
Republic of Trinidad and Tobago, establishes an appropriate framework for the selection, legal
designation and management of a national system of protected areas.
A protected area is defined as “a geographically defined area of land, body of freshwater or
sea, or combinations of these, which is designated and managed through legal or other effective
means.” A designation as a protected area does not mean that the resources are “locked up” but
rather that an area is chosen so that specific action can be focused on restoring or maintaining a
particular feature of ecological or geographical importance to or at a favourable status.
The new National Protected Areas Policy has seven categories of protected areas. It provides
for the adoption of the IUCN classification system within the context of the national circumstance.
The IUCN classification system has already been adopted under the Environmentally Sensitive Area
(ESA) Rules of the Environmental Management Act, Chap. 35:05.

The	
   Food	
   and	
   Agriculture	
   Organization	
   of	
   the	
   United	
   Nations	
   (FAO/UN)	
   is	
   implementing	
   a	
   four-‐year	
   project,	
  
Improving	
  Forest	
  and	
  Protected	
  Area	
  Management	
  in	
  Trinidad	
  and	
  Tobago,	
  on	
  behalf	
  of	
  the	
  Government	
  of	
  the	
  
Republic	
   of	
   Trinidad	
   and	
   Tobago.	
  	
   The	
   overall	
   project	
   goal	
   is	
   to	
   conserve	
   globally	
   important	
   biodiversity	
   and	
  
ecosystems	
   in	
   Trinidad	
   and	
   Tobago.	
   The	
   objectives	
   are	
   to	
   facilitate	
   the	
   development	
   of	
   a	
   new	
   system	
   of	
  
protected	
  areas	
  (PAs)	
  for	
  Trinidad	
  and	
  Tobago,	
  consistent	
  with	
  country’s	
  approved	
  2011	
  Protected	
  Areas	
  Policy,	
  
by:	
  
•
•
•

Proposing	
  a	
  new	
  PA	
  system	
  for	
  conservation	
  of	
  biodiversity;	
  
Increasing	
  m anagement	
  effectiveness	
  of	
  PAs;	
  and	
  
Increasing	
  the	
  capacity	
  for	
  sustainable	
  financing	
  of	
  PAs	
  management.	
  

Further	
   background	
   information	
   on	
   the	
   project	
   is	
   available	
   at	
   http://eppd-‐tt.blogspot.com/p/gef-‐improving-‐
forest-‐and-‐protected-‐areas.html	
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Connecting the protected areas to the national
system: defining conservation objectives

The purpose of the
National Protected
Areas Policy is to
establish an appropriate
framework for the
selection, legal
designation and
management of a
national system of
protected areas.

A conservation objective is a statement
describing the desired ecological/ geological
state of a key component/feature of a protected
area. It establishes the purpose for designating
the protected area for conservation.

A conservation objective describes an ecological/geological
feature within a protected area that needs special
protection in order to survive/be retained under successful
management. Such descriptions should:
•
•
•
•

A designation as a
protected area does not
mean that the resources
are “locked up” but rather
that an area is chosen so
that specific action can be
focused on restoring or
maintaining a particular
feature of ecological or
geographical importance
to or at a favourable
status.

address key components of the pilot protected area;
be specific to conservation outcomes;
contribute to improving the likelihood of good
ecosystem health; and
be measurable and time specific.

Conservation objectives are a further elaboration of the
objectives of the Protected Areas Policy and are specific to
features in a specific protected area. They can be thought
of as means of translating the high level, broad objectives
of the policy into operation.
Conservation objectives are formulated by taking into
consideration the following about the key
component/feature:
•
•
•

•
•

assets and conservation status;
condition (extent, diversity, quality/health);
pressures/threats (including those that the feature is
high or moderately sensitive to and are occurring
now or have likelihood of occurring in the future);
human activities that need to be managed to achieve
the conservation objective; and
conflicts and complexities that impact or have a
likelihood of impacting the conservation objective.
2
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Considerations when designing
conservation objectives
Connectivity:
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Some threatened or endangered species may have life history stages in
geographical locations external to the protected area. The conservation objectives
need to take into consideration pressures and threats, conflicts and other complexities
external to the protected area in their formulation.

Seasonal variations:
Status of the features vary due to natural seasonal impacts and because of the actions
of man. The setting of conservation objectives and the evaluation of the achievements
must take these factors into account.

Selecting a primary conservation objective:
This should include a participatory process to select the main aim of management.
This is not necessarily an easy process, but it is essential to focus resources and
realise key conservation outcomes. It includes making decisions on the best available
scientific information and perceived future context for management. This does not
mean that the other conservation objectives are not important. All other objectives, if
they exist, have value. Selecting a primary objective is a management strategy to
achieve key results.

IUCN guidelines advise that the primary conservation objective should apply to at least
three-quarters of the protected area. IUCN recommends that the remaining 25% can
be managed for purposes compatible with the primary conservation objective
3

4

Categories of protection under the National Protected Area System
Scientific
Reserves

• Terrestrial, marine or freshwater areas or combinations of these that are
reserved or set aside because of their national, regional, or global
significance. This significance can be attributed to outstanding biodiversity
and/or geo - diversity (geological and geomorphological features) that have
been formed mostly or entirely by non-human forces. In these areas, human
impact is strictly controlled and limited to minimise negative impacts.

Scientific
Conservation
Reserves

• Unmodified or slightly modified terrestrial, marine or freshwater areas or
combinations of these reserved primarily to protect the long-term ecological
integrity where natural forces and processes predominate. They are managed
to ensure that they are undisturbed by significant human activity and free of
modern infrastructure so that current and future generations have the
opportunity to experience such areas. These areas are to be representative of
original extent of the ecosystem, possess complete or near-complete native
faunal and floral assemblages, and be large enough to protect biodiversity,
maintain ecological processes and ecosystem services.

National
Parks

• Natural or near-natural terrestrial, marine or freshwater areas or combination
of these are reserved primarily for the protection and conservation of largescale ecological processes, and the complement of species and ecosystems
characteristic of the area, and which also provide for ecologically and
culturally compatible spiritual, scientific, educational, and recreational and
visitor opportunities.

National
Landmarks

• Terrestrial, marine or freshwater areas or combinations of these which shall
be reserved primarily to protect specific outstanding natural features
(including landforms, seamount, submarine caverns, springs, waterfalls,
mountains, sea coves geological features such as caves or living features such
as ancient groves or archaeological sites) and their associated biodiversity and
habitats.

Habitat or
Species
Management
Reserves

• Terrestrial, marine or freshwater areas or combinations of these are reserved
primarily to protect particular species or habitats. The management of such
areas will reflect this priority. In designating Habitat or Species Management
Reserves, priority will be given to areas which are critical to the long-term
conservation of these species or habitats on the landscape. These areas may
require intensive management by the relevant responsible State Agency and/
or its relevant State and civil society partners.

Protected
Landscape or
Seascape

• Terrestrial, marine or freshwater areas or combinations of these reserved
primarily to protect areas where the interaction of people and nature over
time has produced an area of distinct character with significant
ecological, biological, cultural and scenic value, and where safeguarding
the integrity of this interaction is vital to protecting and sustaining the
area and its associated nature conservation and other values.

Sustainable
Use Reserves

• Terrestrial, marine or freshwater areas or combinations of these reserved
primarily to conserve ecosystems, habitats and species, together with
associated cultural values and traditional uses, through the implementation of
natural resource management systems for the regulation of consumptive use
of resources in these Reserves. These areas are generally large, with most of
the area in a natural condition and where a proportion is under sustainable
natural resource management.
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Designating
protected areas
under the new
National Protected
Area System
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Stakeholders have a critical role in the process of designating protected areas under the
new system. They are key in providing information and perspectives to formulate the
conservation objectives as they are in the field and are able to provide real time
information for consideration. Working in teams, they engage in the review of the
categories under the new National Protected Area System and propose categories for
protected areas.
The Improving Forest and Protected Areas Management in Trinidad and Tobago
project (IFPAMTT) which began in 2015, initiated the facilitation of stakeholder
participation in this process through assisting stakeholders arranged in Subcommittees
for pilot protected areas by:
• collecting and assimilating data to inform decision-making through conducting a
baseline inventory of pilot protected areas, hosting field visits to pilot protected
areas and collecting and making available to stakeholders a database of scientific
research for each pilot protected area;
• formulating non-technical summaries of key management issues to improve
understanding of the context for management; and
• facilitating exchanges among stakeholders to share perspectives and develop
consensus on approaches to mitigate management conflicts.
The formulation of conservation objectives and proposing of categories under the new
National Protected Area System by stakeholder teams was thus piloted in:
o
o
o
o
o
o

Caroni Swamp
Nariva Swamp and coastal zone
Matura Forest and coastal zone
Trinity Hills and eastern extension
Main Ridge Forest Reserve
North-East Tobago Marine Protected Area
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